30 Days Revision Module Day 2 - Oct 2020 Current Affairs
1) Consider the following statements with respect to Madrid Principles

1. Tt is the basis for the formulation of a peace treaty between Armenia and Azerbaijan.
2. It was put forward by Minsk Group which functions under the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE).

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

a. 1 only

b. 2 only

c. Both 1 and 2

d. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : ¢
Madrid Principles

e The Madrid Principles could be the starting point for ending the hostility between Armenia and
Azerbaijan.

e The Madrid Principles is the basis for the formulation of a peace treaty between Armenia and
Azerbaijan.

e [t was put forward by Minsk Group which functions under the Organization for Security and
Co-operation in Europe (OSCE).

e The OSCE works for stability, peace and democracy through political dialogue about shared
values.

e It has 57 participating States in North America, Europe and Asia, and the OSCE is one of the
world’s largest regional security organization.

2) Consider the following statements with respect to New Shephard rocket system

1. It it is a rocket system that has been designed to take astronauts and research payloads past the
Karman line.
2. The Karman line is a region of the Solar System that exists beyond the orbit of Neptune.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

a. 1 only

b. 2 only

c. Both 1 and 2

d. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a

New Shephard rocket system
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e New Shephard rocket system meant to take tourists to space successfully completed its
seventh test launch.

e The system is built by the Blue Origin space company and will eventually allow space tourists
to experience microgravity.

e It has been designed to take astronauts and research payloads past the Karman line.

e The Karman line is the boundary between the Earth’s atmosphere and outer space at an
altitude of 100km above sea level.

e [t is an internationally recognised boundary of space.
3) What is Ayushman Sahakar Scheme about?

quaf‘l erxw ’%l %gfﬁg’%ve and equitable AYUSH health care, improve educational institutions for

EP t 1s ot“afﬁetrr%l Sé)r%%?grge% 1%llealth insurance scheme that improves the quality health care for

c. Itis a national initiative launched to achieve the vision of Universal Health Coverage.

d. It is a scheme to assist cooperatives in creation of healthcare infrastructure in the country.

Answer : d
4) What is a Regulatory Sandbox?
a. Itis a digital asset management and storage platform launched by NITI Aayog.

b. I &15 a framework se uP béf a r%gtﬂ H)r that allow FinTech startups and other innovators to
conduct live experiments i a con env1r0nme undetr a reqgulator’s supervision.

o é:_g\ﬁll register and monitor the drones, pilots, and operators for online permission before the

9)1"&5 Tequ dla&gg 1%1% 1csf/§ (X ?g}ﬁ?cy and quality of notified medical devices under the provisions of

Answer: b
5) Consider the following statements with respect to MOSAiC Mission

1. Tt aims for studying the impact of climate change on the Antartica and how it could affect the rest
of the world.
2. Itis a joint mission of Russia and China only.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

a. 1 only

b. 2 only

c. Both 1 and 2

d. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : d
MOSAIiC Mission

 After a year in the Ice, the biggest-ever Arctic Science Mission, MOSAIC ends.
e MOSAIC stands for Multidisciplinary drifting Observatory for the Study of Arctic Climate.

e It aims for studying the impact of climate change on the Antartic and how it could affect the
rest of the world.

e The German research icebreaker Polarstern has sailed from Norway, drifting through the
Arctic Ocean.

A total of 600 people from 17 countries, send their aircrafts and icebreakers, participating in
the arctic mission.

6) Kastellorizo Island sometimes seen in the news recently is located in?

a. Caspian Sea



b. Sea of Azov
c. Norwegian Sea

d. Mediterranean Sea

Answer : d
Kastellorizo Island

 Kastellorizo, officially Megisti, is a Greek island and municipality of the Dodecanese in the
Eastern Mediterranean Sea.

e Germany's foreign Minister had criticized Turkey for unilateral steps in the eastern
Mediterranean that are undercutting efforts to de-escalate tensions with Greece and Cyprus
over sea boundaries and drilling rights.

e He said that, any attempt by a Turkish survey ship to begin prospecting for hydrocarbons in
disputed waters around the Greek island of Kastellorizo would strike a serious blow to efforts
at easing tensions and improving ties between the European Union and Turkey.

e Ankara's redeployment of the Oruc Reis survey vessel for new energy exploration around
Kastellorizo has reignited tensions over sea boundaries between Greek islands, Cyprus and
Turkey's southern coast.

7) Yellow Dust recently seen in news refers to?

a. Foliar disease of coffee plants

b. Sand from deserts in China and Mongolia
c. The after effect of locust attack

d. Pollutant layer formed in a pond ecosystem

Answer : b
8) With respect to Indus Suture Zone (ISZ), consider the following statements:

1. Itis located in the Ladakh region where Indian and Asian Plates collides each other.
2. Recent observations in the area highlights that it is a locked zone, as against the current
understanding that it is a tectonically active zone.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are incorrect?

a. 1 only

b. 2 only

c. Both 1 and 2

d. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: b

¢ A group of Scientists from Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology (WIHG), Dehradun, an
autonomous institute under the Department of Science and Technology, Government of India,
have found through observations and detailed mapping of geological features that the suture
zone of Himalaya that was conventionally thought to be locked is tectonically active.

Indus Suture Zone (ISZ)

e The suture zone of the Himalayas or the Indus Suture Zone (ISZ) is located in the Ladakh
region where Indian and Asian Plates are joined.

« It has been found to be tectonically active, as against current understanding that it is a locked
zone.

 This could have major implications in terms of earthquake study, prediction, understanding
the seismic structure of the mountain chains well as its evolution.

e Himalaya were known to be made up of north dipping thrusts like the Main Central Thrust



(MCT), the Main Boundary Thrust (MBT), and the Main Frontal Thrust (MFT).

¢ As per the established models, all of these thrusts except MFT are locked, and overall
deformation in Himalaya is being accommodated only along with the MFT.

e The new findings, which suggest a more remote fault at the suture zone being neo-tectonically
active, could call for a serious relook into the existing evolutionary models using new
techniques and a larger geological database.

9) Vivad Se Vishwas Scheme is related to which of the following?

a. It offers to settle pending direct tax related disputes
b. It provides affordable Working Capital loan to street vendors
c. It provides rural people with the right to document their residential properties

d. It offerts liquidation of past disputes of Central Excise, Service Tax and 26 other indirect tax
ehactments

Answer : a

¢ In order to provide further relief to the taxpayers desirous of settling disputes under Vivad se
Vishwas Scheme, the Government has further extended the date for making payment without
additional amount from 31st December 2020 to 31st March 2021.

Vivad se Vishwas scheme

e [t is a direct tax scheme announced in Budget 2020, for settling tax disputes between
individuals and the income tax department.

e The Direct Tax Vivad se Vishwas Act, 2020 was enacted on 17th March, 2020 with the
objective:

1. To reduce pending income tax litigation
2. To generate timely revenue for the Government

3. To benefit taxpayers by providing them peace of mind, certainty and savings on account of
time and resources that would otherwise be spent on the long-drawn and vexatious litigation
process.

e Earlier, the scheme offered complete waiver on interest and penalty to the taxpayers with a
full and final settlement of the dispute if the scheme was availed by March 31, 2020.

¢ An individual opting for settlement after March 31, 2020 was required to pay additional 10 per
cent penalty on the disputed tax amount.

e [t was later extended to 30th June, 2020. Later again, this date was extended further to 31st
December, 2020.

10) Which of the following factors are contributing to the Delhi air pollution crisis in every October in the
recent years?

1. withdrawal of monsoons in Northwest India and change in wind direction
2. dip in temperatures and concentration of pollutants

3. farm fires and dust storms

4. Vehicular pollution

Select the correct answer with the codes below.

a. 1 and 2 only

b. 2,3 and 4 only
c. 3 only

d. All of the above

Answer : d



