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Why in news?

Recently, UNESCO launches the World’s 1st Virtual Museum of Stolen Cultural
Objects at a global scale at MONDIACULT 2025, in Barcelona, Spain.

The museum – An innovative digital platform -
to raise awareness of the illicit trafficking of cultural property; and
help facilitate the return of cultural artifacts to their countries of
origin.

It is a "first-of-its-kind" initiative that uses technology to highlight the
stories of objects lost to looting, particularly during the colonial era.
Launched at –  UNESCO’s World Conference on Cultural Policies and
Sustainable Development (MONDIACULT 2025).

The MONDIACULT conference is  the world's  largest  gathering of
culture ministers.  Next  MONDIACULT conference is  scheduled in
2029, in Saudi Arabia.

Collaboration –  With  INTERPOL and  is  financially  supported  by  the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Designed by – Pritzker Architecture Prize winner Francis Kéré.
The digital museum currently displays almost 240 missing objects from 46
countries.

Key features of the museum

Accessible digital platform –  The virtual museum is accessible online
and via screens at UNESCO events, offering a globally accessible tool for
education and restitution advocacy.
Designed to empty itself –  Unlike a traditional museum, the Virtual
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Museum is designed to shrink, not grow – as the objects are recovered,
and returned to their countries of  origin then it  is  removed from the
digital collection.
Unique web design –  It  is  shaped  like  a  baobab tree,  a  symbol  of
resilience in many African communities.
The design features different "rooms" and an extendable virtual "ramp"
that links different cultures.
Virtual reality and AI –  The platform uses 3D modeling and virtual
reality to bring the stolen artifacts to life.
Educational resources & testimonies – Beyond showcasing images, the
museum includes educational  narratives and testimonies from affected
communities to highlight the cultural and historical significance of the
objects.
Display of successful restitutions – This site will highlight successful
restitution cases, best practices, and the devastating impact of cultural
loss on communities.
It  will  also  serve  as  a  platform  for  dialogue,  bringing  together
governments, museums, law enforcement, and civil society.

India’s  representation  –  Features  two  9th  century  sandstone
sculptures  from  Mahadev  Temple  in  Pali,  Chhattisgarh  —  a
Nataraja and Brahma figure — stolen during colonial-era looting.
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