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History, Art and Culture

Artists Meet President Murmu

Artists specializing in Madhubani and Gond art recently met President Droupadi Murmu
under the Artists-in-Residence Programme - Kala Utsav at Rashtrapati Bhavan.

» Madhubani Art - Originating from Bihar's Mithila region, is a folk-art form traditionally
created by women on walls and floors during auspicious occasions. It's now also found on
cloth, canvas, and paper.

» Key Features of Art - This art uses natural materials like plant-based pigments and
bamboo pens, featuring bold black outlines filled with vibrant colors.

« Themes - Include Hindu deities, village life, festivals, and nature, symbolizing female
creativity.

* Gond Art - Practiced by the Pardhan Gond tribes of MP, Gond art is a tribal art form
rooted in oral storytelling and ritualistic practices, initially drawn on home walls.

* Gond Art Key Features - Gond art depicts mythical narratives and village folklore,
filling motifs with fine dots and lines to create visual rhythm. It showcases a harmonious
connection to nature and utilizes bright, bold colors.

* Global Recognition - Gond art has gained international popularity through works such
as "The Night Life of Trees" by Tara Books, showcasing its unique style and rich
storytelling.

PM Visits Karni Mata Temple

The Prime Minister recently visited the Karni Mata temple in Deshnok, a small town near
Bikaner, Rajasthan.

« Karni Mata - This Hindu temple is dedicated to Karni Mata, a 14th-century Hindu
warrior sage revered as an incarnation of Goddess Durga. She even laid foundation stones
for Mehrangarh and Bikaner Forts.

« Temple of Rats - The Deshnok temple is the most recognized of her temples, famously
housing approximately 25,000 revered rats, called kabbas. White rats are especially sacred,
believed to be incarnations of Karni Mata and her sons.

 Architectural Marvel - The current temple, built by Maharaja Ganga Singh in the early
20th century, showcases a typical Rajputana architectural style with some Mughal
influences, including arched doorways.

» Temple Features - The facade is largely marble, while the main temple doors are solid
silver.

» Location and Fame - Located in Rajasthan, the Karni Mata Temple in Deshnok is most
famous for its revered rats and primarily reflects Rajputana architecture with Mughal
influences.
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South African Land Uplift Detected

A study in the Journal of Geophysical Research: Solid Earth reported that land in South
Africa has been rising by 2 mm per year between 2012 and 2020.

« Land Uplift - This phenomenon refers to a gradual rise of land observed in parts of
South Africa, primarily due to reduced surface and groundwater pressure.

» Reason for Uplift - Is attributed to an elastic rebound effect where the removal of
surface water (due to drought or overuse) lessens the weight on the Earth’s crust, causing
it to rise. This is confirmed by GNSS and GRACE satellite data.

* Key Features and Impact - The uplift rate is approximately 2 mm/year, totaling nearly
6 mm from 2012-2020. Severe droughts in Cape Town showed a clear correlation between
water loss and land uplift.

» Measurement Tools - Utilized Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS), hydrological
models, and gravity satellite data (GRACE).

« Uplift vs. Subsidence - Unlike subsidence (collapse from groundwater over-extraction),
uplift is an elastic rebound from surface load loss, while subsidence is a poro-elastic effect.
» South Africa - The southernmost African nation, is bordered by Namibia, Botswana,
Zimbabwe, Mozambique, and Eswatini, enclosing Lesotho. It features the Great
Escarpment, Highveld Plateau, and major rivers like the Orange and Limpopo.

Kumbakonam Vetrilai Gets GI Tag
Kumbakonam Vetrilai, or betel leaf, has recently been granted a Geographical Indication

(GI) tag by the Government of India.

« Unique Characteristics - Predominantly grown in Thanjavur’s fertile Cauvery river
basin, this betel leaf boasts a unique taste and aroma. Its leaves are dark to light green,
oblong, heart-shaped, and possess a pungent taste.

* Cultivated - In Kumbakonam and neighboring villages of Ayyampettai, Swamimalai, and
Rajagiri in Tamil Nadu.

¢ Cultural Significance - A staple in South Asian households, it's central to paan, a
popular post-meal chew. The Kumbakonam betel leaf is also exported.

« Harvesting Cycle - The first leaves, kolunthu vetrilai, emerge after 20-25 days. The first-
year harvest, maaruvethalai, yields larger leaves with a 6-7 day shelf life and fetches higher
prices. Subsequent yields (kelavethalai and kattavethalai) are smaller.

« Why Kumbakonam? Kumbakonam's betel leaf's uniqueness stems from the Cauvery
River banks' organically rich soil. Major betel leaf growing countries include Sri Lanka,
India, Thailand, and Bangladesh.

Kilauea Volcano Erupts

Recently, the Kilauea volcano on Hawaii’'s Big Island experienced an eruption with lava
fountains soaring over 1,000 feet.

» About Kilauea - Kilauea is one of the world's most active volcanoes, a shield-type volcano
situated in southeastern Hawaii. It stands at 4,190 feet (1,227 meters) above sea level.

« Halemaumau Lava Lake - Its summit caldera contains the Halemaumau lava lake,
believed to be the home of the Hawaiian volcano goddess, Pele. Kilauea's slopes merge with
those of the nearby Mauna Loa.

» Continuous Activity - Kilauea has been continuously erupting since 1983. Its frequent
eruptions are typically non-explosive and confined within Halema‘uma“u.

+ Shield Volcano - Are Earth's largest and are almost exclusively basaltic, leading to their
broad, gently sloping form. Eruptions are usually low-explosivity fountaining, building up
over vast periods.

 Location - Kilauea is located on the island of Hawaii, USA, and remains highly active.




Polity & Governance

Rajya Sabha (RS) Biennial Elections

The Election Commission has announced the schedule for biennial elections to eight
Rajya Sabha seats, including six from Tamil Nadu and two from Assam.

* RS - is India's Upper House, representing States and Union Territories. It's a permanent
body, with periodic elections to fill retiring members' seats.

» Membership - With a maximum strength of 250 (currently 245), 233 members are
elected, and 12 are nominated by the President for their expertise.

» Term - Each member serves a 6-year term, with one-third retiring every two years.

+ Elections - Are indirect, using proportional representation by single transferable vote.
State MLAs and UT Electoral Colleges elect representatives. Bye-elections fill vacancies,
with the new member serving the remainder of the term.

* Qualifications (Article 84) - To be eligible, a person must be an Indian citizen, at least
30 years old, take an oath of office, and meet other legal qualifications.

* Disqualifications - Include holding an office of profit, being of unsound mind or
insolvent, not being an Indian citizen, or incurring disqualification under the 10" Schedule
(anti-defection law).

International Relations and Issues

World Thyroid Day: May 25

Is observed annually on May 25, focusing on global awareness of thyroid disorders and
their impact.

« 2025 Theme - Early Detection and Treatment

* Global Health Significance - This international observance highlights challenges faced
by thyroid patients, promoting research and preventive healthcare practices worldwide.

» Widespread Impact - With over 4.2 crore Indians affected and more than 100 crore
people globally residing in iodine-deficient regions, the day draws crucial attention to
thyroid health.

 Aims to - Raise awareness, promote screening, and educate the public on the importance
of iodine, hormone balance, and routine testing.

* Prevention Tips - Maintaining a balanced diet rich in iodine, selenium, and iron,
avoiding smoking and excess alcohol, managing stress, ensuring adequate sleep and
vitamin D, and scheduling routine checkups are vital for prevention.

United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) Declares World Football Day
UNGA has declared May 25 as World Football Day, a historic decision adopted unanimously

on May 7, 2024.

« Centenary Commemoration - This declaration commemorates the centenary of
football’s global representation during the 1924 Paris Summer Olympics.

 Libyan-Led Resolution - Introduced by Libya’s ambassador Taher El-Sonni and co-
sponsored by over 160 UN member nations, the resolution acknowledges football’s unifying
power.

» Significance of May 25 - May 25, 1924, marked the first time all world regions were
represented in Olympic football at the Paris Summer Olympics. The 2024 observance
coincides with Paris again hosting the Olympics.

 Football Facts - Modern football rules developed in the 19th century, with the FA formed
in 1863. FIFA, founded in 1902, boasts 211 member countries, exceeding the UN.

* Olympic Football - Football debuted at the 1900 Paris Olympics. While men's Olympic
football has age restrictions, women's football, introduced in 1996, has none.




Meeting on Dark Patterns
The Union Food and Consumer Affairs Minister will hold a high-level meeting with major e-

commerce stakeholders to address concerns regarding dark patterns, a growing digital
consumer rights issue.

» Dark Patterns - Are deceptive interface designs used in websites or apps to trick or
manipulate users into making unintended decisions.

» Key Features - These patterns include False Urgency ("Only 1 seat left!"), Basket
Sneaking (adding unwanted items), Confirm Shaming (guilt-tripping users), Forced Action,
Subscription Traps, Interface Interference (hiding info), and Bait and Switch tactics.

+ Issues and Challenges - Dark patterns lead to consumer deception, eroding trust and
distorting the market. They pose challenges in identification and proof, causing financial
losses and privacy breaches for users.

« Consumer Harm -These deceptive practices directly harm users by causing financial
losses, privacy breaches, and buyer's remorse, undermining their digital experience.

Environment

Moringa: The "Miracle Tree"

PKM1 Moringa oleifera has recently had a significant global impact, particularly in African
countries like Senegal, Rwanda, and Madagascar.

« Known as - The “tree of life,” this vital herbal plant originated in India and was
introduced to Africa, Southeast Asia, and the Philippines centuries ago.

» Type- Moringa is indeed a leguminous evergreen tree.

* Climatic Needs - Thrives in tropical and subtropical regions, ideally between 25-35 °C.
This deciduous tree prefers indirect sunlight, well-drained, slightly acidic to alkaline soil,
and begins bearing fruit within 6-8 months.

* Global Distribution - Its indigenous origin is India, Arabia, and the East Indies, Moringa
is now widely distributed across Asia, Africa, the Caribbean, Latin America, and the Pacific
Islands.

» Nutritional Benefits - Every part of the Moringa tree offers high nutritional value. Its
leaves are especially rich in minerals, vitamins, and phytochemicals, commonly used to
combat malnutrition and enhance breast milk production in lactating mothers.

» Indian Names - In India, it's widely recognized as mungna, saijna, or shajna. Its scientific
name is Moringa oleifera.
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