
Tagore’s Cosmopolitan Nationalism

Mains Syllabus: GS I - Indian Heritage , Culture, History and Society.
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century
until the present- significant events, personalities, issues. The Freedom
Struggle — its various stages and important contributors/contributions
from different parts of the country.

Why in the News?

Rabindranath Tagore Jayanti is celebrated on May 7.

What is the view of Tagore on Nationalism?

Tagore on Nationalism – Rabindranath Tagore's concept of nationalism was critical
of aggressive, narrow nationalism, particularly the Western model that emphasized
territoriality and competition.
Tagore’s essays, especially in his book Nationalism (1917), present his thoughts on
how nationalism, particularly Western-style nationalism, could be dangerous.
In it, he criticizes the way nationalism was practiced and argues for a society built on
cooperation and universal values rather than competition and aggression.
Rejection of Aggressive Nationalism -Tagore viewed narrow nationalism, which
prioritizes a nation's territorial boundaries and power, as divisive and prone to
conflict.
He believed it neglected fundamental human values and hindered genuine societal
progress.
In his remarkable work Ghare Baire, or The Home and the World, Tagore expressed
apprehension over the anticolonial response to the British leading to Hindus and
Muslims rigidly defining their identities.
Advocacy for Cosmopolitanism - Tagore championed a cosmopolitan perspective,
emphasizing the interconnectedness of all humanity and the importance of cultural
exchange and cooperation.
He envisioned a world where individuals saw themselves as part of a global
community, transcending parochial loyalties.
Focus on Humanity and Spirituality - Tagore emphasized the importance of
spiritual unity and understanding between individuals, guided by love, respect, and
mutual trust.
Emphasis on Indian Culture and Traditions - While critical of Western-style
nationalism, Tagore also valued Indian culture, traditions, and humanity, promoting a
more inclusive and spiritual understanding of nationalism.
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What are the different types of nationalism advocated by Tagore?

Cultural Nationalism - Tagore emphasized the importance of preserving Indian
culture, traditions, and heritage.
Spiritual Nationalism - He believed in the spiritual unity of India, transcending
religious and regional divisions.
Humanistic Nationalism - Tagore prioritized human values, such as love,
compassion, and equality, over narrow nationalistic interests.
Anti-Colonial Nationalism - He opposed British colonial rule, advocating for Indian
independence and self-rule.
Internationalism - Tagore envisioned a global community, where nations coexisted in
harmony, sharing knowledge and culture.

What is the comparison between Gandhi and Tagore on Nationalism ?

Difference Between Gandhi and Tagore on Nationalism
Rabindranath Tagore Mahatma Gandhi
Tagore believed in more inclusive and
spiritual nationalism, emphasizing the
importance of Indian culture and
traditions

Gandhi's nationalism was rooted in
politics and the struggle for Indian
independence.

For Rabindranath Tagore, the view of
nationalism and patriotism that the
movement was taking on was
too narrow.

Gandhi saw nationalism as a means to
achieve Indian independence and self-
rule.

Tagore envisioned a global community.
Gandhi advocated for Indian self-
sufficiency and isolation from Western
influences.

Similarities on Nationalism
Humanistic Nationalism
• Both Gandhi and Tagore believed in a form of nationalism rooted in respect for
all humanity.
• They argued that love for one’s country should not breed hatred or contempt
for others.
• Gandhi’s idea of Sarvodaya (welfare of all) and Tagore’s advocacy for universal
brotherhood reflected their shared view that nations should uplift humanity, not
divide it
Cultural and Spiritual Identity Over Political Identity
•  For both thinkers, the soul of a nation was not its political or military power
but its cultural and spiritual values.
• Gandhi’s emphasis on Swaraj (self-rule) was not just political independence but
also moral and cultural self-reliance.
• Similarly, Tagore valued India’s cultural heritage and believed it could enrich
the world, emphasizing that true freedom comes from within.



Non-violence and Ethical Means of Resistance
• Gandhi and Tagore both rejected aggressive or violent forms of nationalism.
• Gandhi’s philosophy of Ahimsa (non-violence) was integral to his vision for a
free India, while Tagore argued that nationalism rooted in aggression and hatred
was harmful.
• Both believed that a just and lasting independence must come through ethical
means and mutual respect.
Nationalism Beyond Materialism
• Gandhi and Tagore were both wary of a nationalism driven by materialism or
economic exploitation.
• They advocated for a sustainable, self-sufficient society where people’s needs
were met without excessive consumption.
• Gandhi’s Swadeshi movement encouraged local production and self-sufficiency,
while Tagore promoted a simple, sustainable life that respected natural
resources.

Conclusion

In essence, Tagore's concept of nationalism was not an outright rejection of patriotism
but a call for a more humane and spiritual understanding of national identity, one that
prioritized universal values and global cooperation over narrow self-interest and
territorial competition.
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