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SC guidelines on Kaziranga eco-sensitive zone
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Why is in news?

Assam chief minister Himanta Biswa Sarma said the state government’s move
to reduce the eco-sensitive zone (ESZ) around Kaziranga National Park and
Tiger Reserve (KNPTR) from 10 km to 1 km would follow Supreme Court
guidelines.

« The ESZ about Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve (KNPTR) was
10 km ‘by default’.

» The SC guidelines specify that the ESZ should be 1 km, but it can extend
to 3 km depending on circumstances.

About ESZ

« Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZs) are also known as Ecologically Fragile Areas
(EFAs) under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.

« These are areas notified by the MoEFCC around Protected Areas, National
Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries.

« The purpose of declaring ESZs is to create some kind of “shock absorbers”
to the protected areas by regulating and managing the activities around
such areas.

« As per the National Board for Wildlife NBWL, the delineation of eco-
sensitive zones has to be site-specific, and the activities should be
regulative in nature and not prohibitive unless required.

« The 10-km general rule for ESZs has its genesis in a resolution adopted
during a meeting of the National Board for Wildlife in 2002 under a
wildlife conservation strategy.

Declared by

 Survey and identification of ESZs are conducted by the respective State
Governments for consideration of the Central Government for declaration
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of the ESZs in respective States around National Parks and Wildlife
Sanctuaries

« It is as per the guidelines formulated by the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC).

 On the basis of proposals and recommendations of the State Government,
Ministry notifies the ESZs under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.

SC on ESZ

« The 10-km guideline was challenged in the Supreme Court

o In June 2022, the SC had ordered that ESZs of a minimum of 1 km should
be declared around protected forests, national parks and wildlife
sanctuaries.

« But in April 2023, following submissions from states and the Centre that
such a uniform practice was not feasible, the SC modified its order.

« It was stating that a stringent observance of its earlier order was not
feasible as it could lead to more man-animal conflict and hamper the day-
to-day activities of citizens.

« It, however, stipulated that no mining activity would be allowed within the
1 km boundary of the protected areas.

About KNPTR

- Kaziranga National Park is a national park and World Heritage Site in
Assam.

« It is the largest habitat of the endangered one-horned rhinos.

o It is home to more than 2200 Indian one-horned rhinoceros, approximately
2/3rd of their total world population.

« Located on the edge of the Brahmaputra River, it encompasses dense
tropical moist broadleaf forests.

« It is recognized as an Important Bird Area and was declared a Tiger
Reserve in 2006.







, ECO-SENSITIVE ZONE (ESZ) &

A buffer area around Protected Areas (National Parks, Wildlife Sanctuaries
and Biosphere Reserves) where certain activities are regulated to
minimize human impact and protect fragile ecosystems.

4. HOW ESZ IS STRUCTURED
Eco-Sensitive Zone is an area surrounding

protected areas, notified under the 2 - Core / Protected Area
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3. OBJECTIVES

@ Provide an extra layer of protection
to the protected area.
@ Minimize negative impacts of human
activities around the protected area. .'.. The extent of ESZ varies from 100 meters to 10 km,
@ Conserve ecological integrity and '-‘ depending on the ecological sensitivity of the area.
maintain biodiversity, K = s
@ Promote sustainable development
of local communities.
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5. ACTIVITIES REGULATED / RESTRICTED IN ESZ

Prohibited: Regulated: i Regulated: Regulated: Regulated: Promoted:
Mew industries, Tree felling, Construction Tourism and | Expansion of roads, Eco-friendly and
mining, thermal extraction of activities. recreational [ railways and other sustainable

power plants, | natural resources. activities. infrastructure. livelihood activities.
large hydel projects. i

6. KEY POINTS

* ESZ does not affect the rights of local communities
but regulates activities to ensure conservation.

EXAMPLES OF ESZ IN INDIA |

# Western Ghats ESZ (2011) |
# Himalayan States ESZ

# Kaziranga National Park ESZ

# Sundarbans ESZ

# Narmada River (Marble Rocks)
ESZ

* States constitute an Expert Committee to recommend
ESZ boundaries and permissible activities.

+ Final notification of ESZ is done by the State
Government.

* Aims to balance conservation with the needs of

local communities. and many others...

IN SHORT ‘ﬂ
Eco-Sensitive Zones act as a protective cushion around our natural heritage,
ensuring that development happens without damaging the environment.
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