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Durram Wheat

The price of EU Durram wheat in the international Market is 39.5% higher than Indian wheat.

e Durum wheat (Triticum turgidum) is a variety of spring wheat, which is typically planted in the
spring and harvested in the fall.

¢ [t is the second most cultivated species of wheat after bread wheat or the common wheat
(Triticum aestivum).

e [t is well adapted to the hot and dry conditions surrounding the Mediterranean Sea.

e Durum wheat grains can be ground into semolina - a type of coarse flour commonly used in
pasta, including couscous.

e They can also be used to make breakfast cereals, puddings, or bulgur, or ground into a finer
flour to make unleavened bread or pizza dough.
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‘Use and File’ System

The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has decided to extend the
‘Use and File’ procedure to all health insurance products in order to facilitate faster customer access
to health policies.

e Under ‘Use and File’, insurers are permitted to market products without the regulator’s prior
approval, thus avoiding a long wait.

e Under the existing ‘File and Use’ system, an insurer wishing to introduce a new product has to
first file an application with the IRDAI and use the product for sale in the market only after
getting all regulatory approvals.

e The Product Management Committee of the insurance company should ensure compliance to
the policy of the board while signing of the new products or modification of products.

e Purpose - General and health insurance companies launch, modify or revise all categories of
products and add-ons or riders in the health insurance business through the ‘Use and File’
method.

e This means insurance firms can quickly introduce new schemes with innovative features,
enabling people to participate and cover their health expenses.

e Earlier, companies used to file scheme drafts with the regulator and wait for weeks and
months to get clearance.

e If there is a new disease that emerges, the ‘Use and File’ will allow insurers to design a
product covering that disease and offer it immediately, rather than waiting for approval.

e Concerns over a product - If a customer has already taken an insurance policy launched
under ‘Use and File’, and the IRDAI later raises concerns about it, then it can lead to some
rethinking.
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e The customer will continue to get the benefits of the policy for the first year.

e If the insurance company makes amendments in line with regulator’s apprehensions, the
customer will still get these benefits.

e However, if the policy is withdrawn as a result of IRDAI’s intervention, the product will no
longer be available for renewal in the second year.

e In such a case, the insurance company may provide the policyholder with similar options from
its existing policies, and the customer may agree to taking one.
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SHRESHTA Scheme

Union Minister of social Justice and empowerment launched the Scheme for residential education
for students in High school in Targeted Areas (SHRESHTA).

e The SHRESHTA Scheme has been formulated with the objective to provide quality education
and opportunities for the Scheduled Caste (SC) students, even the poorest ones.

e This scheme was introduced for providing quality education in top class CBSE-affiliated
private Residential Schools to the meritorious SC students who cannot afford the fee of
such schools.

« Approximately 3,000 seats are provided each year for admission in class 9th and 11",

e Eligibility - Students belonging to marginalized income group within the SC community,
whose parental annual income is upto Rs.2.5 Lakh.

e The SC students studying in class 8th and 10th in the current academic year are eligible for
availing the benefits of scheme.

e Selection - They are selected through a National Entrance Test for SHRESHTA (NETS), which
is conducted by the National Testing Agency (NTA) for admission in class 9th and 11th.

e Successful candidates, after following the e-counselling process, are given admission in the
school of their choice anywhere in the Country for their academic persuasion.

e The Department of Social Justice and Empowerment shall bear the total cost of the school fee
and residential charges till completion of their academic upto class 12th.

e There after the students of the scheme may avail benefits of other schemes of the Department
for their higher education.
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Section 25 Company

A trial court order that allowed the Income Tax Department to probe the affairs of the National
Herald newspaper - owned by AJL - and conduct a tax assessment of Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi.
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e Section 25 company under the Companies Act, 1956 is similar to what is defined under
Section 8 under Companies Act, 2013.

e It is a not-for-profit charitable company formed with the sole object of promoting commerce,
art, science, religion, charity, or any other useful object.

e It intends to apply its profits, if any, or other income in promoting its objects, and to prohibit
the payment of any dividend to its members.

e Section 8 of the Companies Act, 2013 includes other objects such as sports, education,
research, social welfare and protection of environment among others.

e While it could be a public or a private company, a Section 25 company is prohibited from
payment of any dividend to its members.

e Section 25 states that by its constitution the company is required/ intends to apply its profits,
if any or other income in promoting its objects and is prohibited from paying any dividend to
its members.

e Trust structure - Most people looking to form a charitable entity go for forming a company
under Section 25, now Section 8, rather than a Trust structure.

 This is because most foreign donors like to contribute to a company rather than Trust because
they are more transparent and provide more disclosures.

 If a company has to be converted into a not for profit company, they can’t be converted into a
Trust, however, they can be converted into a Section 25/ Section 8 company.
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D2M Technology

The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) and India’s public service broadcaster Prasar Bharati
are exploring the feasibility of the called “direct-to-mobile’ (D2M) broadcasting technology.

e The D2M Technology allows broadcasting video and other forms of multimedia content directly
to mobile phones, without needing an active internet connection.

e The technology is based on the convergence of broadband broadcast & cellular networks,
using which mobile phones can receive terrestrial digital TV.

e It would be similar to how people listen to FM radio on their phones, where a receiver within
the phone can tap into radio frequencies.

¢ Using D2M, multimedia content can also be beamed to phones directly.

e The idea behind the technology is that it can possibly be used to directly broadcast content
related to citizen-centric information.

e It can be further used to counter fake news, issue emergency alerts and offer assistance in
disaster management, among other things.

e Apart from that, it can be used to broadcast live news, sports etc. on mobile phones. More so,
the content should stream without any buffering whatsoever while not consuming any internet
data.

e Impacts - For consumers, a technology like this would mean that they would be able to
access multimedia content from OTT content platforms without having to exhaust their mobile
data, and at a nominal rate.

e The technology will also allow people from rural areas, with limited or no internet access, to
watch video content.

e For businesses, this technology can enable telecom service providers to offload video traffic
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from their mobile network onto the broadcast network, thus helping them to decongest
valuable mobile spectrum.

» This will also improve usage of mobile spectrum and free up bandwidth which will help reduce
call drops, increase data speeds etc.

Government’s Plan

e The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has set up a committee to study the feasibility
of a spectrum band for offering broadcast services directly to users’ smartphones.

e Band 526-582 MHz is envisaged to work in coordination with both mobile and broadcast
services.

e At the moment, this band is used by the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting across the
country for TV transmitters.

e In 2021, Prasar Bharati had announced collaboration with IIT Kanpur to test the feasibility of
the technology.

e Challenges - While still at a nascent stage, bringing key stakeholders like mobile operators
onboard will be the “biggest challenge” in launching D2M technology on a wide scale.

e Mass roll out of the technology will entail changes in infrastructure and some regulatory
changes.
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