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Why in News?

The recent conflict involving Iran, Israel and the United States has marked a significant
turning point in West Asian geopolitics.

What is the background?

» Resilience of Iran - Despite sustained military attacks, Iran has projected an image
of resilience, national unity and strategic confidence.

» Rather than weakening the regime, the conflict appears to have strengthened its
domestic legitimacy and regional influence.

 This evolving situation has prompted comparisons with the 1979 Iranian Revolution,
suggesting that Iran may be undergoing a "second revolution"—not through regime
change, but through the consolidation of state power, nationalism and geopolitical
relevance.

» These developments have far-reaching implications for the regional security
architecture, energy markets and India's strategic interests.

e Iran’s Post-War Resurgence - Contrary to expectations that prolonged military
confrontation would weaken Iran, the country has emerged with enhanced political
confidence.

e Massive public participation during the funeral of the slain Supreme Leader
symbolised national solidarity and reflected the regime's continued ability to mobilise
public support.

» Factors contributing to Iran’s resurgence - The Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) has consolidated its control over the state's security apparatus.

« Iran's nuclear and ballistic missile programmes remain largely intact and continue to
serve as strategic deterrents.

» The regime has successfully projected itself as capable of withstanding external
military pressure.

» National resilience has reinforced Iran's image as an independent regional power
unwilling to submit to foreign coercion.

e Thus, the conflict has transformed Iran from a state perceived to be under pressure
into one claiming strategic victory through survival.

The Legacy of the 1979 Iranian Revolution
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« Significance - It fundamentally transformed the political landscape of West Asia.
» Triggered by political repression, economic grievances and resistance to Western
influence under Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, the revolution culminated in the
establishment of the Islamic Republic under Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini.
+ 3 pillars - The new political order rested on three foundational pillars:

- Restoration of Iranian national pride and sovereignty.

- Establishment of Islamic governance under the doctrine of Velayat-e-Faqih.

- Commitment to economic justice and social welfare.
 Challenges - The revolution was followed by major challenges, including the hostage
crisis, the Iran-Iraq War, international sanctions, nuclear disputes and prolonged regional
rivalries.
* Despite these constraints, Iran preserved its political system and strategic autonomy for
more than four decades.

Why the current situation resembles a "Second Revolution"?

» The present phase shares striking similarities with the transformative period of 1979,
though with an important distinction.

» Unlike the first revolution, which overthrew an existing regime, the current
developments have strengthened the existing political order.

» Strengthening of the Regime - External military pressure has reinforced internal
cohesion.

« Instead of triggering political instability, the conflict has enabled the leadership and
the IRGC to consolidate authority and suppress domestic divisions.

» Rise of Nationalism over Ideology - While the first revolution was primarily driven
by religious ideology, the current phase has elevated nationalism as the principal
source of legitimacy.

» National pride, sovereignty and resistance against external intervention have become
the dominant themes uniting Iranian society.

» Revival of National Unity - The conflict has generated a collective sense of
resilience.

e Public demonstrations of solidarity indicate that military confrontation has
strengthened rather than weakened national identity.

How the security architecture of West Asia transformed?

» One of the most significant consequences of Iran's resurgence is the changing regional
security landscape.

» Establishment of Cooperation Council (GCC) - Following the 1979 revolution, Gulf
monarchies established the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) in 1981 with strong
American backing to counter Iran's growing influence.

 Domination of US - Over subsequent decades, the United States developed an
extensive military presence across the Gulf, positioning itself as the principal security
provider.

» However, the recent conflict has raised questions regarding the credibility of this
security architecture.

» Present trend - Regional states increasingly recognise that American military
guarantees may not provide complete protection.



 Iranian retaliatory capabilities have demonstrated the vulnerability of military
installations across the region.

 Gulf countries may increasingly pursue diplomatic engagement and de-escalation with
Iran rather than exclusive dependence on external powers.

» The region is gradually moving towards a more multipolar security framework
characterised by strategic balancing instead of rigid alliances.

What are the prospects after the conflict?

» Economic opportunities - Potential drivers of economic revival include:
o Partial easing of international sanctions.
o Release of frozen financial assets.
o Increased exports of crude oil and natural gas.
o Greater integration into regional trade networks.
o Enhanced leverage over the Strait of Hormuz, through which a substantial
proportion of global oil trade passes.
 If managed effectively, these developments could improve fiscal stability, strengthen
economic resilience and increase Iran's regional economic influence.
» Implications for India - Iran's resurgence presents both opportunities and strategic
dilemmas for India.
 India has traditionally pursued a balanced West Asia policy by maintaining strong
relations with Iran, Israel and the Gulf Arab states simultaneously.
» However, recent geopolitical developments have complicated this balancing strategy.
 India's key interests - Ensuring energy security through diversified oil imports.
» Protecting maritime trade routes across the Strait of Hormuz.
» Advancing regional connectivity through projects such as the Chabahar Port and the
International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC).
» Maintaining strategic partnerships with Israel, the United States and Gulf countries
while preserving engagement with Iran.
» Safeguarding the interests of the large Indian diaspora residing across the Gulf region.
» Going forward, India will need to adopt a pragmatic and multi-aligned diplomatic
approach that balances competing regional interests without becoming entangled in
regional rivalries.

What are the challenges Ahead?

» Persistent economic vulnerabilities and structural inefficiencies.

» Continuing tensions with Israel and the United States.

» Regional sectarian and geopolitical rivalries.

» Domestic demands for political reforms and improved economic governance.

» Uncertainty regarding long-term leadership transition after the death of the Supreme
Leader.

» Therefore, while Iran's strategic position has improved, sustaining this momentum will
depend upon effective governance, economic management and diplomatic
engagement.



What lies ahead?

 Iran's post-war resurgence represents one of the most consequential geopolitical
developments in contemporary West Asia.

» The conflict has strengthened the regime, elevated nationalism as a unifying force and
challenged long-standing assumptions regarding regional security.

e Much like the Iranian Revolution of 1979 reshaped the Middle East, the current phase
may redefine regional power equations for decades to come.

» For India, this evolving landscape necessitates a careful balancing of strategic
partnerships while safeguarding national interests in energy security, connectivity and
regional stability.

» As West Asia enters a new geopolitical phase, Iran's choices—and the responses of
regional and global powers—will significantly influence the future trajectory of the
region.
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