T3 SHANKAR
Y IAS PARLIAMENT

Information is Empowering

India’s First High-Altitude Wildlife Safari

Prelims: Current events of national and international importance |
Environment

Why in News?

Ladakh has announced India’s first-ever altitude wildlife safari in the region.


https://www.shankariasparliament.com/

PHYSICAL FEATURES

They are the smallest of the big cats
with tails that can be nearly as long
as their bodies. They have thick,
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smoky-gray fur patterned with dark estimated number of estimated number of
gray open rosettes and spots. In the SNOW |eopards left snow leopards
mountains they blend perfectly with . th -I d in 200s around
the rocky slopes, making them n e Wi the world

practically invisible.

WEIGHT BODY LENGTH Snow leopards are elusive and live
33'46 100_1 21 in harsh and remote habitats. They
kg cm are rarely seen which makes them

extremely difficult to count.
Snow leopards cannot roar because
their larynx lacks the folds needed to
produce that type of sound.

ADAPTATIONS P
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+ well-muscled, stocky build » very long flexible tail for
for leaping and hunting balance

Status: VULNERABLE to extinction

Snow leopards are mostly solitary, except
when mating or when females are raising
cubs. Mating occurs between Jan. and
March. 1-3 cubs are generally born 90-105
days later. Cubs stay with their mother until |
they reach independence at about 20-22

months.

Snow leopards are crepuscular, meaning

most active at dawn and dusk. They have
large home ranges averaging 230 km? for
males and 130 km? for females.

« enlarged nasal cavity » low center of gravity

« long thick fur with wooly
undergrowth for warmth

* large paws for good grip on
slopes and snowy fields

« The Snow Leopard and High-Altitude Nature (SHAN) Conservation
Society, chaired by the lieutenant governor, is figuring out possible safari
routes in the region.

- Hemis National Park, Changthang Valley, and Karakoram wildlife
sanctuaries and landscapes such as Drass, Nubra, and Sham are included
in the list.

« SHAN, formed on 16 June, is encouraging responsible and plastic-free
tourism across Ladakh.

« With this step, the Ladakh government seeks to curb off-roading incidents



and disturbance to wildlife.

« It is the first govt model where local communities will be made equal
partners in protecting and promoting Ladakh’s wildlife and benefiting
economically.

» India is home to 718 snow leopards, spread across the Himalayas.

« The mountains of Ladakh are home to 477 of them, followed by
Uttarakhand (124) and Himachal Pradesh (51).
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