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Why in News?

Recently, the meeting between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and French President
Emmanuel Macron marks a significant milestone in India-France relations.

What is the evolution of India-France Relations?

e Legacy - India and France have enjoyed a long-standing and trusted relationship
based on shared democratic values, strategic convergence, and mutual respect.
» Evolved relation - The bilateral relationship was elevated to a Strategic Partnership
in 1998, making France one of India's earliest strategic partners.
» Sectoral cooperation - Over the years, cooperation has expanded across various
sectors:
o Defence and security cooperation
o Civil nuclear energy
o Space collaboration
o Climate change and sustainable development
o Trade and investment
o Education and cultural exchanges
» The latest elevation to a Special Global Strategic Partnership reflects the maturity and
breadth of this relationship.

What are the key outcomes of the India-France summit?

e Adoption of the India-France Innovation Roadmap 2030 - The Innovation
Roadmap 2030 seeks to deepen cooperation in frontier technologies and foster joint
innovation ecosystems.

» Key focus areas include Artificial Intelligence, Quantum Computing, Semiconductors,
Biotechnology, Space Technology, Clean Energy, and Advanced Manufacturing.

» The roadmap is expected to facilitate greater collaboration between startups, research
institutions, universities, and industries of both countries.

» Establishment of a Joint AI Working Group - Artificial Intelligence has emerged as
a critical technology shaping economic competitiveness and national security.

e The Joint AI Working Group aims to Promote ethical and responsible Al development,
Encourage joint research initiatives, Facilitate talent exchange, Develop Al
applications for public welfare and Strengthen regulatory cooperation.

 This initiative complements India's efforts to become a global leader in trustworthy
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and inclusive Al

» Enhanced Defence Cooperation - Defence cooperation remains one of the strongest
pillars of India-France relations.

» Both leaders agreed to intensify collaboration through, Co-design of defence platforms,
Co-development of advanced technologies, Co-production under the Make in India
initiative, and Strengthening defence industrial partnerships.

» France has been a reliable defence partner, supplying advanced platforms such as
Rafale fighter aircraft and Scorpene-class submarines.

 The emphasis on technology transfer and joint manufacturing supports India's
objective of achieving self-reliance under the Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative.

» Expansion of Space Cooperation - India and France have a rich history of space
collaboration through ISRO and CNES.

» The leaders agreed to expand cooperation in, Human spaceflight missions, Space
situational awareness, Satellite technologies, Earth observation systems, Private-
sector participation in the space economy.

e Such collaboration can significantly strengthen India's ambitions in the rapidly
growing global space sector.

» Strengthening Economic and Trade Relations - Recognizing the importance of
economic engagement, both countries agreed to establish a high-level mechanism to
double bilateral trade within five years.

» Key areas of economic cooperation include Manufacturing, Digital economy, Green
technologies, Infrastructure development, Investment promotion.

e The leaders also supported the early conclusion of the India-European Union Free
Trade Agreement, which could significantly enhance market access and economic
integration.

e Economic Security and Supply Chain Resilience - In an increasingly uncertain
global environment, resilient supply chains have become a strategic necessity.

e The newly launched Economic Security Dialogue aims to Secure critical mineral
supplies, Reduce supply chain vulnerabilities, Enhance industrial resilience, Promote
diversification of sourcing.

« This cooperation gains importance amid global geopolitical tensions and disruptions in
critical supply chains.

What are the strategic significance for India?

» Technological Advancement - Partnership with France offers India access to
advanced technological expertise and innovation ecosystems.

» Joint research and development can accelerate India's technological modernization.

e Strengthening Atmanirbhar Bharat - Co-development and co-production initiatives
support domestic manufacturing capabilities and reduce dependence on imports in
critical sectors.

» Diversification of Strategic Partnerships - France has consistently supported
India's strategic autonomy.

» Stronger engagement with France helps India diversify partnerships beyond
traditional power blocs.

« Enhancing Global Competitiveness - Collaboration in Al, semiconductors, quantum
technologies and biotechnology can improve India's competitiveness in future



industries.

» Supporting India's Global Aspirations - As India seeks a greater role in global
governance, partnerships with influential countries like France enhance its diplomatic
and strategic influence.

» Benefits for France - The partnership is equally beneficial for France.

» France gains Access to India's large and growing market, Opportunities for investment
and innovation collaboration, Stronger presence in the Indo-Pacific region.

 Partnership with one of the world's fastest-growing major economies

» Cooperation in addressing global challenges such as climate change and technological
governance

 Thus, the relationship is based on mutual strategic and economic interests.

What are the remaining challenges?

» Regulatory and Policy Differences - Different regulatory frameworks may affect
technology transfer and innovation partnerships.

» Trade Barriers - Market access concerns and non-tariff barriers continue to affect
bilateral trade growth.

* Global Geopolitical Uncertainties - Conflicts such as the Ukraine war and
instability in West Asia can influence strategic priorities.

» Technology Governance Issues - Emerging technologies require robust frameworks
addressing privacy, cybersecurity, ethics and intellectual property rights.

» Addressing these challenges will be essential for realizing the full potential of the
partnership.

What lies ahead?

» The elevation of India-France relations to a Special Global Strategic Partnership marks
a transformative phase in bilateral ties.

» The focus on innovation, artificial intelligence, defence manufacturing, space
exploration and economic security reflects a forward-looking vision suited to the
challenges and opportunities of the 21st century.

 As India advances towards becoming a developed nation by 2047, France emerges as a
trusted partner in strengthening technological capabilities, strategic resilience and
global influence.

» The partnership not only serves national interests but also contributes to a more
stable, innovative and multipolar world order.
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