SHANKAIR
IAS PARLIAMENT

Information is Empowering

COP30 forest roadmap

Prelims: Current events of national and international importance | Environment

Why in News?

Brazil’s COP30 Presidency released a comprehensive global roadmap aimed at halting and reversing
deforestation and forest degradation by 2030.

The document highlights that while global rates of deforestation have slowed down over the
last decade, current trajectories and a massive financing shortfall leave the world critically off
track from meeting its 2030 climate and biodiversity goals.

Key Highlights

Deforestation Trends & Tropical Hotspots- Global deforestation declined from an annual
average of 17.6 million hectares (1990-2000) down to 10.9 million hectares annually
(2015-2025).

However, tropical forests accounting for roughly 45% of global forest area were responsible
for 88% of forest loss over this period.

The Financing Gap- Financial backing remains one of the largest bottlenecks.

Global forest investment stood at $84.5 billion in 2023, against an estimated requirement of
more than $300 billion annually by 2030, leaving a staggering funding shortfall of roughly
$216 billion.

The Amazon Tipping Point Warning - The roadmap cautions that continued clearing,
combined with rising temperatures, prolonged droughts, and wildfires, risks triggering
irreversible ecological changes.

Between 10% and 47% of Amazonian forests could face overlapping disturbances by 2050.
Role of Indigenous Territories - The report underscores that protected areas and
Indigenous territories are vital defense lines. While holding 58% of aboveground carbon in the
Amazon, they accounted for only 10% of net carbon losses between 2003 and 2016.

Globally, deforestation rates are roughly 41% lower in protected areas compared to
unprotected lands.

Core Action Pillars- The framework outlines five main action areas forest conservation,
sustainable management/bioeconomy, combatting degradation, halting deforestation, and
restoration/afforestation backed by 18 concrete policy approaches.

Nature of the Roadmap- Unlike legally binding treaties, the roadmap does not create new
global commitments or reopen agreed UNFCCC decisions.

Instead, it synthesizes existing scientific evidence, implementation mechanisms, and national
policies to bridge the gap between high-level pledges (such as the Glasgow Leaders'
Declaration) and field-level execution.

Trade and Unilateral Measures - The roadmap addresses trade tensions, emphasizing that
international cooperation and economic incentives rewarding compliance are more
constructive than unilateral trade barriers.
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