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Why in News?

Recently, India hosted the 28th Conference of Speakers and Presiding Officers of the
Commonwealth (CSPOC) in New Delhi from 14-16 January 2026, reaffirming its leadership
in parliamentary diplomacy and democratic governance.

What is CSPOC?

» CSPOC - The Conference of Speakers and Presiding Officers of the Commonwealth
(CSPOC) is an independent parliamentary forum of the Commonwealth of Nations.

« It brings together Presiding Officers from 53 sovereign national parliaments and 14
semi-autonomous legislatures, representing a wide diversity of constitutional
traditions and parliamentary systems.

e Membership - CSPOC has no formal affiliation with either the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association (CPA) or the Commonwealth Secretariat.

» Its membership overlaps with these institutions and its deliberations complement the
broader Commonwealth parliamentary ecosystem.

e Individuality - Its independence allows it to function as a neutral, non-political
platform focused exclusively on parliamentary leadership and institutional values.

» Conference period - CSPOC is held biennially, with a Standing Committee meeting
convened in the intervening year to finalise agendas, review rules, and ensure
institutional continuity.

What is the historical origins and legal framework?

o Establishment - CSPOC was established in 1969 on the initiative of Lucien
Lamoureux, then Speaker of the House of Commons of Canada.

e Background - The initiative emerged from a recognised need for a non-partisan,
Speaker-led forum dedicated to parliamentary procedure, neutrality, and institutional
autonomy — an area not adequately covered by existing political or executive-focused
Commonwealth platforms.

» Need - The Conference was designed to strengthen the constitutional role of Presiding
Officers as impartial guardians of parliamentary democracy, ensuring orderly conduct
of business, protection of minority voices, and respect for legislative norms.

e Standing rules and membership framework - CSPOC operates under a set of
Standing Rules, periodically reviewed and amended, which constitute its internal legal
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framework.
» Key provisions :
o Membership restricted to Speakers and Presiding Officers of national
parliaments of independent Commonwealth states
o In case of dissolution, the last serving Presiding Officer continues representation
until a successor is elected
o Deputy Speakers may participate as substitutes with full rights, except eligibility
for Standing Committee membership
o Clearly defined procedures for agenda-setting, conduct of proceedings, quorum,
voting, and tenure
e These rules ensure both institutional stability and adaptability to emerging
parliamentary challenges.
» Aims and functions - CSPOC operates with a focused and constitutionally sensitive
mandate.
» Core aims
o To uphold impartiality and fairness on the part of Presiding Officers
o To promote knowledge and understanding of parliamentary democracy across
diverse constitutional systems
o To strengthen legislative institutions through structured exchange of experiences
and best practices
e Functional role - Although CSPOC resolutions are non-binding, they exert strong
normative influence on parliamentary conduct, ethics, and administration across the
Commonwealth.
» Contemporary relevance - CSPOC has evolved to address modern concerns such as
digital transformation, artificial intelligence, public engagement, member wellbeing,
and safeguarding institutional credibility.

What is the institutional structure and governance?

e Standing Committee - The Standing Committee is the principal governing body
during intersessional periods. Its responsibilities include:
o Selecting venues and dates for future Conferences
o Proposing agenda themes
o Reviewing Standing Rules
o Overseeing administrative and logistical arrangements
» Composition
o Chaired by the Presiding Officer of the next host Parliament
o Includes regional representatives to ensure geographic balance
o Comprises 15 members, with a quorum of five

» Secretariat support - Since inception, Canada has provided secretariat services,
ensuring institutional continuity and administrative stability.

 India’s role in cspoc - India has played a consistent and substantive role in CSPOC,
reflecting its long-standing parliamentary traditions.

« India has hosted CSPOC four times — 1970-71, 1986, 2010, and 2026 — underscoring
its sustained engagement.

e The 29th CSPOC is scheduled to be held in London in 2028.




What is the significance of India as host of the 28th CSPOC?

e Chairmanship - The 28th CSPOC was held in New Delhi under the chairmanship of
Lok Sabha Speaker.

 Agenda priorities of the 28th cspoc - The agenda reflected contemporary
challenges to democratic institutions and parliamentary functioning, including:

o The role of Artificial Intelligence and digital tools in legislatures
o The impact of social media on parliamentary discourse and authority
o Enhancing public understanding of Parliament and safeguarding democratic
institutions
o Security, health, and wellbeing of Members of Parliament and parliamentary staff
 India’s role in the standing committee - In preparation for the Conference, India
chaired the CSPOC Standing Committee meeting in Guernsey in January 2025.

» This allowed India to shape the agenda and institutional direction of the 2026
Conference, reaffirming its leadership role.

e Thrust of India’s interventions - India emphasised that while Al and social media
have improved efficiency, transparency, and inclusivity, they also pose challenges such
as misinformation, cybercrime, and social polarisation.

» Legislatures, India argued, must collectively promote ethical Al, transparent digital
governance, and accountable social media frameworks.

» Highlights by India:

o Repeal of obsolete laws and enactment of welfare-oriented legislation

o The role of Parliamentary Standing Committees as “mini-Parliaments” in
budgetary and legislative scrutiny

o Progress towards Viksit Bharat and Atmanirbhar Bharat

« India also underscored women'’s leadership, noting that:

o India has a woman President and a woman Chief Minister of Delhi

o Around 1.5 million women representatives form nearly 50% of elected leaders in
local bodies, an achievement unmatched globally

e India, cspoc, and the global south - India highlighted its democratic and
institutional capacity to deliver domestically and globally.

« It noted its role as:

o The largest producer of vaccines, supplying medicines to over 150 countries

o Second-largest producer of steel and rice

o Home to the third-largest aviation market, fourth-largest railway network, and
third-largest metro system

What lies ahead?

o CSPOC remains a vital non-political forum for strengthening parliamentary democracy
by enabling Presiding Officers to uphold impartiality, procedural fairness, and
institutional integrity.

e India’s hosting of the 28th CSPOC highlights its parliamentary heritage and
commitment to democratic values, with a forward-looking focus on technology, public
engagement, and institutional resilience — essential pillars for democratic governance
in the 21st century.
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