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Why in News?

Recently, Despite China outwardly appears politically stable and unified, internal
developments suggest that it faces significant strategic and political challenges.

What is the evolution of leadership in communist china?

» Since the victory of the Communist Party in 1949 under Mao Zedong, China has
experienced several phases of leadership transformation.

e Mao Zedong (1949-1976) - Mao established a highly centralized system of
authority.

 His leadership shaped China’s ideological foundation and ensured the dominance of
the Communist Party.

» Deng Xiaoping (late 1970s-1990s) - Deng introduced economic reforms and
opened China to global markets while maintaining the party’s political monopoly.

» Xi Jinping (2012-present) - Xi has consolidated power significantly, centralizing
authority within the party and strengthening the role of the state in political and
economic spheres.

 Although several leaders have governed China between these periods, Mao, Deng, and
Xi remain the most influential figures in defining China’s political and strategic
direction.

What are the internal challenges and the ‘inner devils’?

» Frequent removal of authorities - One of the most visible manifestations of these
challenges is the periodic purging of senior officials.

e Under Xi Jinping, numerous high-ranking officials within the government, party, and
military have been removed through anti-corruption campaigns.

» Such purges have historically served dual purposes:

o Eliminating corruption within state institutions.
o Consolidating political authority and removing potential rivals.

» Recent developments illustrate this trend, senior military officials such as General
Zhang Youxia and General Liu Zhenli were reportedly removed from key positions
within the party and military structure.

» In addition, several military legislators were dismissed from China’s parliament,
including Ground Force Commander Li Qiaoming and Information Support Force
Political Commissar Li Wei.
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« Official narratives portray these actions as anti-corruption measures. However, many
analysts believe they may also reflect internal struggles within the highest levels of the
Communist Party.

» Historical precedents of power struggles - Internal conflicts within the Communist
Party are not unprecedented.

» During Mao’s era, the case of Liu Shaoqi stands as a notable example. Once a senior
leader and the President of China, Liu was purged during the Cultural Revolution and
later died in custody.

» Although the episode was officially framed as ideological deviation, historians often
interpret it as a political challenge to Mao’s authority.

e Such historical precedents demonstrate that political purges have long been a
mechanism for maintaining centralized authority in China.

e Declining Trust and Institutional Pressures - In recent years, analysts have
pointed to a growing trust deficit within Chinese society and institutions.

 Several factors contribute to this situation:

o Economic slowdown after decades of rapid growth.
o Structural issues within state institutions.
o Public uncertainty regarding the long-term direction of reforms.

» These developments may be generating tensions even within the party leadership.

» Consequently, strong measures including purges may be used to maintain discipline
and suppress dissent.

What are the recent trends in China’s policy?

» Global credibility - China’s domestic pressures are occurring alongside challenges to
its global image.

 Although China is widely regarded as the world’s second-largest power, its ability to
influence events beyond East and Southeast Asia has occasionally appeared limited.

» For example:

o China’s investments in Venezuela were tested when the United States under
Donald Trump asserted strong geopolitical influence in the Western Hemisphere.

o In West Asia, China’s inability to effectively counter U.S. influence during crises
involving Iran has led to questions regarding its strategic reach.

o Additionally, comparisons between Chinese and Western military technology
have intensified debates about China’s defense capabilities.

» These developments may have created internal debates within the Communist Party
regarding China’s global strategy.

o Cautious Foreign affairs - Another notable trend is China’s relatively cautious
foreign policy in recent months. Traditionally known for assertive diplomacy, China
has shown restraint in several situations.

o For instance, China has avoided escalating tensions with the United States
despite strategic competition.

» Achievements such as the Arctic shipping route connecting Asia and Europe—often
described as a potential Polar Silk Road—have been presented cautiously, emphasizing
supply chain stability rather than geopolitical influence.

 Analysts believe this restraint may reflect:

o Economic concerns.



o A desire to avoid provoking Western powers.
o Internal political calculations within the Communist Party.
» Strategic Uncertainty and Domestic Mood - Observers have also noted a growing
sense of pessimism within Chinese society.
» The causes of this mood remain unclear but may include:
o Economic uncertainties.
o Geopolitical tensions.
o Internal political adjustments.
» Some analysts suggest that these developments could indicate emerging cracks within
the Communist Party’s traditionally unified structure.
o Implications for the Global Order - Given China’s global influence, internal
developments within the country have significant international implications.
« Political instability or leadership struggles within China could affect:
o Global trade and supply chains.
o Regional security in Asia.
o Strategic competition between major powers.
e Understanding China’s internal dynamics is therefore essential for interpreting future
global trends.

What lies ahead?

» China’s rise has transformed the global balance of power, yet the country continues to
grapple with internal political and institutional challenges.

» The concentration of authority under Xi Jinping, periodic purges within the Communist
Party, and evolving geopolitical pressures highlight the complexities within China’s
political system.

 For the international community—and particularly for India—a stable and cooperative
China would contribute significantly to regional and global stability.

e Reviving the spirit of “Hindi-Chini Bhai-Bhai” may appear idealistic today, but
constructive engagement between the two Asian giants remains essential for peace
and development in the region.
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