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Why is in news?

President notifies amendment to Inter-State Council Order, 1990

Why and How

It aims to provide for the participation of Governors and Lieutenant
Governors in meetings of the Inter-State Council when specified
constitutional or statutory provisions are in force in their respective States
or Union Territories.
The Ministry of Home Affairs notified the Inter-State Council
(Amendment) Order, 2026.
The amendment was made by the President under the powers conferred
by Article 263 of the Constitution.
Under the amended order, the existing provision has been replaced with a
provision specifying four situations in which the concerned Governor or
Lieutenant Governor shall be invited to attend meetings of the Council.

For States

According to the notification, the Governor of a State shall be invited
when a proclamation issued by the President under Article 356 of the
Constitution is in force in that State.

For UTs

In the case of the National Capital Territory of Delhi, the Lieutenant
Governor shall be invited when an order issued by the President under
Article 239AB is in force.
For the Union Territory of Puducherry, the Lieutenant Governor shall be
invited when an order issued by the President under the Government of
Union Territories Act, 1963, is in force.
Similarly, in the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, the Lieutenant
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Governor shall be invited when an order issued by the President under the
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019, is in force.

About Article 263

The Inter-State Council was established under Article 263 of the
Constitution through the Inter-State Council Order, 1990.
The original order was published in the Gazette of India on May 28, 1990.
It was following the recommendations of the Sarkaria Commission of
1983.
It aims to facilitate coordination, cooperation, and dispute resolution
between the Union and states or among the states themselves.
The council plays the advisory role and it is not a permanent body by
default.
It is headed by the Prime Minister of India.
Members will be Chief Ministers of all states and Union Territories with
legislatures, and administrators of Union Territories without legislatures.
Six Union Cabinet-rank ministers will be nominated by the Prime Minister.
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