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Why in News?

Growing concerns over Artificial Intelligence (Al), algorithmic manipulation, deepfakes, and
misuse of personal data have intensified the global debate on Al governance.

What are the challenges posed by artificial intelligence?

e Threat to Human Dignity and Privacy - Al systems rely heavily on collecting and
processing personal data.

» Unchecked surveillance, profiling, and commercial exploitation of user information can
reduce individuals to mere data points, compromising their privacy, autonomy, and
dignity.

» Regulatory Frameworks Lag Behind Innovation - Al develops at an extraordinary
pace, while legislative processes are inherently slow.

» By the time governments enact laws, technology has already evolved, making
regulations partially outdated.

» This widening gap creates governance challenges and leaves emerging risks
inadequately addressed.

e Threat to Democratic Governance - Democracy depends upon citizens having
access to reliable information.

» Al-generated deepfakes, synthetic media, fake news, automated propaganda can
distort public opinion, manipulate elections, and erode trust in democratic institutions.

» When citizens cannot distinguish truth from fabricated content, informed democratic
participation becomes increasingly difficult.

e Algorithmic Manipulation - Digital platforms employ recommendation algorithms
designed primarily to maximise user engagement.

» These systems often amplify, sensationalism, polarisation, hate speech, and extremist
narratives.

» Such algorithmic amplification creates echo chambers, deepens political divisions, and
weakens social cohesion.

» Concentration of Corporate Power - Large technology companies increasingly
shape public discourse through proprietary algorithms.

» Their influence often exceeds that of many governments, raising concerns regarding,
accountability, transparency, monopoly power and democratic oversight.

« Private corporations should not become unregulated arbiters of public debate.

e Foreign Information Warfare - Al has transformed information warfare into a
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sophisticated geopolitical tool.

» Hostile states and non-state actors can use Al to spread disinformation, exploit
religious and social divisions, influence elections and destabilise democratic
institutions.

« India's large digital population makes it particularly vulnerable to such coordinated
campaigns.

e Algorithmic Bias and Discrimination - Al systems may reproduce biases embedded
within training data.

» Consequently, automated systems can unfairly discriminate in, employment, credit
approval, healthcare, education and law enforcement

 Such discrimination undermines equality and violates constitutional values.

What is the need for constitutional guardrails?

» India’s vulnerability - India presents a unique digital landscape due to:
o The world's largest democracy.
o One of the fastest-growing digital economies.
o Rapid internet penetration.
o Massive social media usage.
o Diverse linguistic and cultural landscape.
o Varying levels of digital literacy.
» The combination of high digital adoption and relatively low media literacy increases
vulnerability to Al-enabled misinformation and manipulation.
o Limitations of Conventional regulations - Conventional rules alone cannot
adequately address Al's evolving risks.
 India requires constitutional principles that permanently safequard human dignity,
privacy, equality, freedom of expression, democratic participation and national
sovereignty.
» These principles should guide future legislation irrespective of technological change.

What are the five pillars for AI Governance in India?

» Rights-Based AI Governance - Al regulation should place citizens at the centre.

o Key measures include, Protection of personal data, Informed consent for data
collection, Safeguards against algorithmic discrimination.

» Human oversight in critical Al decisions, Protection of individual autonomy.

 This approach aligns Al governance with constitutional values.

» Accountability of Digital Platforms - Large technology platforms should be subject
to greater public accountability.

e Independent audits of recommendation algorithms, transparency regarding ai
decision-making, responsibility for harmful algorithmic amplification, mechanisms to
address systemic risks.

« Platform accountability should extend beyond voluntary self-regulation.

» Protection of Free Speech - Efforts to combat misinformation should not become
instruments of censorship.

» Regulation should target, deepfake creators, automated bot networks

» Coordinated disinformation campaigns, rather than suppressing legitimate political



criticism or public debate.

» Balancing freedom of expression with responsible digital governance remains
essential.

» Strengthening Digital Literacy - Technological solutions alone cannot solve the
misinformation challenge.

 India must promote media literacy, digital citizenship, critical thinking, verification of
online information, responsible social media use.

» Educational institutions should integrate digital literacy into school and university
curricula.

» National Security and Early Warning Systems - India should establish integrated
systems capable of detecting Al-driven disinformation campaigns.

» Such systems should involve collaboration among government agencies, cybersecurity
experts, academic institutions, independent fact-checkers, civil society and technology
companies.

» Timely detection can prevent foreign information operations from influencing public
opinion.

What is the role of constitutional principles?

» Right to Life and Personal Liberty (Article 21) - Protection against arbitrary
surveillance and misuse of personal data.

» Right to Equality (Article 14) - Prevention of algorithmic discrimination.

» Freedom of Speech and Expression (Article 19) - Balancing free expression with
safeguards against harmful manipulation.

» Right to Privacy - Ensuring responsible collection and use of personal information.

« Embedding Al governance within constitutional principles ensures long-term
protection despite rapid technological change.

What are the ethical issues involved?

« Artificial Intelligence raises significant ethical concerns by challenging
privacy, autonomy, human dignity, and democratic values.

» Unchecked data collection and surveillance may violate the right to privacy
and informed consent.

» Algorithmic bias can lead to discrimination in employment, healthcare, and
financial services, undermining justice and equality.

» Al-generated deepfakes and misinformation erode truth, trust, and electoral
integrity, threatening democracy.

» The concentration of Al power in a few technology companies raises issues
of accountability and transparency.

» Ethical Al governance requires balancing innovation with human rights,
ensuring fairness, responsibility, digital inclusion, and constitutional
protection of citizens' freedoms.

What authorities could do?

e Authorities should establish a comprehensive legal and regulatory



framework for Al based on constitutional values and fundamental rights.

« They must strengthen data protection, mandate transparency and
accountability in Al systems, and require human oversight in high-risk
decisions.

» Independent regulatory bodies should audit algorithms and address bias
and discrimination. Governments should promote digital literacy, combat
deepfakes and misinformation through early warning systems, and
collaborate with technology companies, academia, and civil society.

 International cooperation on Al standards, regular policy updates, and
investment in ethical, secure, and indigenous Al innovation are essential to
balance technological progress with public interest.

What lies ahead?

« Artificial Intelligence is redefining the relationship between technology, governance,
and society.

o While AI promises immense economic and social benefits, unchecked technological
power can threaten privacy, equality, democratic institutions, and national security.

» As Al increasingly shapes public life, governance must move beyond conventional
regulation toward a constitutional framework rooted in human dignity, accountability,
transparency, and fundamental rights.

» By adopting a rights-based and democratic approach to Al governance, India can
harness the transformative potential of AI while preserving constitutional values,
safeguarding democratic institutions, and strengthening its digital sovereignty in the
rapidly evolving technological landscape.
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